I0o              THE CITIES OF SPAIN
take it ill but put it off and answer you with some witty
retort . . .
4 Money will do miracles here . . . though this be the
country of money, for it furnisheth well near all the world
besides, insomuch that one may say the coin of Spain is as
Catholic as her King. Yet though he be the greatest
king of gold and silver Mines in the world (I think), yet
the common current coin here is copper . . . But I fear
to be injurious to this great king to speak of him in so
narrow a compass : a great king indeed, tho' the French
in a slighting way compare his Monarchy to a Beggar's
Cloak made up of Patches. They are Patches indeed
but such as he hath not the like: the East-Indies is a
Patch embroidered with Pearls, Rubies and Diamonds:
Peru is a Patch embroidered with massy gold, Mexico
with silver, Naples and Milan are Patches of cloth of
tissue; and if these patches were in one piece, what would
become of his cloak embroidered with Flower-de-luces ?'
It was into this world so lightly summed up by James
Howell, that in March 1623, Prince Charles came in the
company of the Duke of Buckingham, they having travelled
from England it seems as Mr, John and Mr, Thomas Smith,
'The great business of the match/ Howell writes to his
friend Sir Thomas Savage, 'was tending to a period... and
there wanted nothing to consummate all things, when to
the wonderment of the World, the Prince and the Marquis
of Buckingham, arrived at this Court on Friday last upon
the close of the evening: They alighted at my Lord of
Bristol's House and the Marquis (Mr, Thomas Smith),
came in first with a portmanteau under his arm; then
the Prince (Mr. John Smith) was sent for, who stay'd
awhile on t'other side of the street in the dark. My Lord
of Bristol, in a kind of astonishment, brought him up to
his Bedchamber, where he presently called for Pen and
Ink, and dispatched a Post that night to England, to